It was a sea of ethnicity, with the smell of all typesof food and the sound of several genres of music in the air at the 12th Annual Unity Festival Saturday at the Rainbow Lagoon Park in Long Beach.

The Festival was the brain child of Steve Adams, who got the idea after the 1992 riots while searching for a way to mend the city's wounds. He and co-worker Bill Grisolia realized they shared that passion while working together at Long Beach Memorial Medical Center.

Together they produced "Unity in the Community."

Twelve years later, the Festival continues to grow.

"This is significant time-wise. This is June 12 th and 13 th and we're right on the heals of what was the catalyst of Steve starting the organization in the beginning, which was the Rodney King incident," said Stephanie Butler Adams, Director of Operations and Adams' wifefounder Steve .

The timing also reminds us of why we do what we do, she said.

"That was what led him to try to bring all the races together in non-violence through music because of all the riots that were happening back in April of '92," she said.

In addition to music, fun and food, the festival featured booths representing community groups, faith-based organizations, health- care providers, employers and public safety organizations.

"I think the Unity Festival is a great effort. If you look out in the crowd here, Long Beach is one of the most diverse cities, if not the most diverse in the country. It's represented here in a microcosm," said Mike Murray, Director of Government and External Affairs at Verizon and a participate in the Festival. "It seems to me about every culture in Long Beach is in the audience. It's a great opportunity for people to come together and have a great day for free."

Also important -- that the community, businesses and educational organizations get involved in events like Unity, Murray said.

"Events like this are critical. This seems to be a food-and entertainment-based event," he said. "I think things like this are what really bring people together -- the different foods, the different music and different cultures coming together. I think it's wonderful."

Local business owner, George Kuper was hooked the moment he heard the Unity Festival goals.

"I think the most important message I'd like to give is to all my fellow businessmen, community members and neighbors of the greater Long Beach area that it's just such a wonderful event," he said. "The overall goal is to bring unity in the community and anything we can do to make that work, any effort at all, you get it back a hundred times. I think the Unity Festival is going to be here for many many years to come."

Festival organizers hope their efforts instill into the community that it's not about any one person, but everyone, in unity.

"To come together, breaking down the barriers, whether you're a Christian, a Jew, a Muslim, or whatever, we're all God's children," said Barry Fasman, a member of the Unity advisory board, a judge for the talent contest and an event performer.

"It's great that whatever color we are we say, 'to heck with that stuff,' we come together, make music and celebrate life. It's a great opportunity to do that. It's a wonderful coming together with love ... it a good feeling to be a part of it."

In its 12 years, the event has grown from a one-day to a two-day event, a great accomplishment, said Stephanie Adams.

"Having a two-day event is significant because that shows growth and that more people and organizations are getting on the Unity band wagon," she said.

The festival wraps up a yearlong series of events designed to encourage people of all ages and ethnic backgrounds to become active in the community.

"We're not thinking we can bring the world together. We can't do it by ourselves," Stephanie said. "We want to partner with other organizations with like minds, like visions, like missions."

So the answer remains the same to the question etched in history, "Can't we all just get along? Yes we Can!

"The goal is we take Long Beach Unity Festival, not just to Long Beach, but to many cities around California so that it becomes a state-wide festival."

The Festival continues today from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

For more information go to www.lbunityfestival.com
